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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

 All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 

mark the last. 

 Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for omissions. 

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 

may lie. 

 There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 

prepared to award zero marks if the candidate�s response is not 

worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

 Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 

the principles by which marks will be awarded and 

exemplification may be limited. 

 When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 

mark scheme to a candidate�s response, the team leader must 

be consulted. 

 Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Gen er ic Lev el  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilar ity, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the histor ical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 – 6   Sim ple or generalised statem ents are made about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

 Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

 Judgement  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 – 1 2   Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

 Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has implicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

 A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criter ia for judgement  are left  implicit .  

3  1 3 – 1 8   Understanding and some analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining some key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

 Knowledge is included to demonst rate some understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  material lacks 

range or depth 

 At tem pts are m ade to establish cr iter ia for judgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall j udgement  to them, 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 – 2 5   Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

 Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to demonst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

meet  most  of its demands. 

 Valid cr iter ia by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions may only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall judgement  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 

Opt ion 1A:  France in revolut ion, 1774–99 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the Enlightenm ent  

posed lit t le challenge to the ancien régime in the years 1774–89.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 The Enlightenment  was a set  of theoret ical ideas and observat ions that  did 

lit t le to challenge the way the ancien régime operated 

 The writers of the Enlightenment  were predom inant ly journalists and 

teachers and were not  in posit ions that enabled them to direct ly challenge 

the ancien régime 

 There was significant  disagreement  between the writers of the 

Enlightenment  regarding the exact  form  of governm ent  that  would benefit  

France  

 The Enlightenment  had lit t le impact  on groups like the sans-culot tes 

whose challenge to the ancien régime was driven by the financial cr isis 

and their willingness to use violence  

 There were much more significant  challenges to the ancien régime, e.g. 

the t rade depression and the financial cr isis caused by war. 

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 Writers of the Enlightenment , such as Voltaire and Rousseau, were 

quest ioning old t radit ions and this created a climate of debate, cr it icism  

and challenge to the ancien régime  

 The Enlightenment  st ressed reason over t radit ion, this was reflected in 

literature and art  and was used to challenge the concept  of the Divine 

Right  of Kings 

 The Enlightenment  challenged the power of the Church and its role within 

the ancien régime and this was encouraged by the writ ing of Voltaire, 

which led to popular resentment . 

 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  on whether the main driving force 

of the revolut ion, in the years 1791–93, was the impact  of the war with Aust r ia 

and Prussia. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 The war increased dist rust  in the King as Louis had hoped that  war would 

lead to a French defeat  and an overthrow of the revolut ionary governm ent  

 The war increased econom ic problems and food shortages and m ade the 

revolut ion increasingly ext reme and republican 

 The increasing threat  to Paris from the Aust r ian and Prussian arm ies 

produced a revolut ionary fervour, which led to an at tack on the Tuiler ies 

and the suspension of the monarchy 

 The arr ival of new t roops to defend Paris ( the Fédérés)  increased the 

revolut ionary atm osphere. 

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 The Legislat ive Assembly and the Convent ion drove the revolut ion, e.g. by 

adopt ing a new calendar and replacing Christ ian symbols 

 The act ions of the King, e.g. the flight  to Varennes radicalised the 

revolut ion 

 I n August  1792 the sans-culot tes drove the revolut ion, e.g. they 

surrounded the Legislat ive Assembly and coerced it  into suspending the 

m onarchy 

 The Jacobins became the most  radical group within the Convent ion and 

the contest  between themselves and the Girondins drove the revolut ion. 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  on whether the Therm idorian 

government  brought  stabilit y to France in 1794. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 The Therm idorian governm ent  ended the excesses of the Terror, e.g. it  

repealed the Law of Suspects and this created stability 

 There was a greater spir it  of tolerat ion and a part ially successful at tem pt  

to reconcile republicans and royalists 

 The more cont roversial aspects of Robespierre’s policies, e.g. the cult  of 

the Supreme Being, were abandoned 

 The Therm idorian government  reassured property owners who had gained 

from  the revolut ion that  their  gains were secure. 

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 The Therm idorians were a disparate group with many fundamental 

divisions as they infur iated the ext reme left  and did not  sat isfy the 

royalists and this caused instabilit y 

 To many they appeared as cynical self-seekers who had done well out  of 

the revolut ion and this weakened their authority 

 Their financial policies, e.g. the excessive print ing of assignats,  added to 

inflat ion and further dam aged the economy and cont inued econom ic 

instabilit y 

 They had no new answers to the ongoing war and its domest ic impact  on 

France, so, therefore, France rem ained unstable.  

 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  on whether the polit ical problems 

faced by the Directory were greater than the econom ic problem s faced by the 

Directory in the years 1795–99. 

  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 There was widespread discontent  amongst  Jacobin radicals, which led to 

outbreaks of radical demonst rat ions 

 Royalists seized the opportunity for revenge, leading to the White Terror 

and counter- revolut ionary act ivity 

 The Directory had to deal with civil war in the Vendée 

 The Directory suffered a series of m ilitary setbacks in 1798, which eroded 

the unifying effect  that  previous victor ies had had and this created 

discontent  within France. 

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 The Directory used a const itut ional system  that  was designed to avoid the 

polit ical ext remes prevent ing government  act ion 

 The Directory had to keep France supplied with food, given that  the Brit ish 

naval blockade prevented France get t ing supplies from  overseas 

 The Directory had to rest r ict  the sale of basic materials, e.g. candles and 

firewood, and in some cit ies there were thr iving ‘black markets’ 

 The economy was underm ined as paper money was losing its value 

 The Directory faced great  difficulty in financing its government . 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 
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